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“Equity, Integrily, Justice”

Appropriations Committee February 14, 2020
Subcommittee #3: General Government B
Public Hearing

Re:  DAS Agency Proposal 11122020_DAS_3rdPartyCert
3rd Party Building Inspections

Chairman Lesser, Chairman Baker, and members of the Appropriations subcommittee,

The Foundation for Fair Contracting of Connecticut (FFC) is a non-profit organization created
by labor and management in order to monitor all public works construction projects covered
under the Connecticut General Statutes Section 31-53 and the Davis-Bacon Act. We accomplish
this by reviewing public documents prepared and/or submitted by the owner and contractor(s).
We focus on licensing, proper payment of prevailing wage rates, proper classification of workers
and properly administered state apprenticeship standards.

The FFC is gravely concerned with the Department of Administrative Services’ (DAS) proposal
No. 11122020, which clearly seeks to privatize our state’s building inspectors, including elevator
inspectors.

Firstly, we know that DAS’ position will be that there is a long backlog of inspections that need to
be done throughout the state, and that they don’t have enough inspectors or resources to fulfill and
complete that backlog. We know this to be untrue. The last time DAS posted a job opening for an
elevator inspector was in January of 2017. A copy of that job posting is enclosed for your review
and reference. Additionally, in speaking with staff within the Division of Construction Services, it
is our understanding that there is no backlog at all of elevator inspections.

Secondly, asking companies to self-regulate is a bad idea for many reasons, but we will focus on
cost and safety. There is no data to suggest that privatizing building and elevator inspectors will
save the state money. In fact, we strongly believe that developers and construction companies will
simply build the cost of said inspectors into their bids. The public will pay for building and elevator
inspectors regardless. But with the state, we have oversight and accountability. We fear that will
be lost if we ask for-profit, private companies to self-monitor. The elevator trade is one of the most
dangerous sectors of the construction industry.

According to the Electronic Library of Construction Occupational Safety & Health (elcosh),

“Elevator installers and repairers, also called elevator constructors or elevator
mechanics, were by far the largest occupation affected, accounting for 36% of
the deaths during work on or near elevators. The main causes of death for
elevator installers and repairers was being caught in/between elevators and
elevator shafts or other elevators, followed by falls, being struck by objects
(mostly elevators), and collapses (also mostly of elevators). Although elevator



